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life. From her days back home in her
native Massachusetts, to her career in
New York City, to her visit to the So-
viet Union in the late 1970s where she
greeted oppressed Soviet Jews with en-
couragement and a helping hand, Toby
has treated people with compassion
and respect and has stood up for their
rights and dignity. Most recently, dur-
ing her time as an advocate for us all
here in the Senate family, she worked
with our offices to ensure a good and
fair relationship between employers
and employees.

So it is no surprise that Toby intends
for the next chapter of her life to in-
volve volunteer work teaching young
children. She will continue in the ex-
ample she has set throughout her life
and career as an educator, mediator,
and advocate for fairness. I thank Toby
for dedicating so many years of her life
to service in the Senate and look for-
ward to all that she has yet to accom-
plish—and wish her congratulations on
a well deserved retirement.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING WILLIAM MEEHAN

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President I come to
the floor today to remember William
Meehan, an ‘‘icon’ of Somerset, in the
words of former fire chief Steven
Rivard. He was a loving, and beloved,
husband to JoAnne, brother to Robert
and John, father to John and Steve,
and grandfather to Jake, Owen, and
Liam. William is remembered by those
who knew him best as an impassioned
cheerleader and reliable presence on
the sidelines of his grandchildren’s
sports games, as a thoughtful and com-
passionate voice on the Board of Se-
lectmen, as an affable, warm family
man armed with a lively Irish humor.

William was an anchor of his family
and of his town. His care for his town
shone through his work and was re-
flected in his daily life. The people of
Somerset recall a dedicated public
servant who embodied the most noble
qualities of a community advocate
while eschewing the divisive dema-
goguery that too often finds its way
into politics. In his 15 years as one of
three selectmen for his town, he proved
time and again that he was more inter-
ested in understanding the concerns of
others and finding a just solution to
any problem than he was in political
bickering. And his example inspired
those around him, with his son Michael
venturing into public service and actu-
ally serving in my office for many
years with great distinction.

In his last year on the board of se-
lectmen, William was a part of the
opening of the Veterans Memorial
Bridge, a decade’s long project to con-
nect Fall River with Somerset over the
Taunton River. And he was intimately
involved in the process that put into
motion plans for the new Somerset
Berkley Regional High School. His in-
terest was always in community over
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conflict, in people rather than politics,
and that is to what he devoted his life.

Friends remember William having
lunch every day with peers or first re-
sponders or community leaders, and he
would often be found chatting with
neighbors and storekeepers around
town or among the stands at local
sporting events. He was a sportsman
himself, with baseball second only to
family and community. When he
wasn’t coaching Somerset Little
League, as he did for many years, he
could be found out on the golf course.

I understand that William would
make time each day after lunch to ven-
ture to the park and watch the boats
sailing the Taunton River. I imagine
the gentle breeze off the water, the pa-
rade of ships coming and going with
the sun high in the sky, and William
sitting along the shore facing the
water, breathing in the air and taking
in the moment. We won’t see him there
any longer, but when we look out at
the boats drifting by, we will think of
William and remember the goodness he
shared with the people of Somerset and
beyond.

To JoAnne and William’s family, I
extend my deepest condolences. And to
William, I wish him eternal rest watch-
ing over his family and all those he
cared about so deeply. And I wish him
the same peace he found along the riv-
er’s edge.®

————————

RECOGNIZING HOLY ROSARY
CHURCH

e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
to honor the Holy Rosary Church of
Baltimore as it marks its 125th anni-
versary.

Holy Rosary Church was consecrated
on December 8, 1887. From the begin-
ning, the church provided a spiritual
home for new Americans who emi-
grated from Poland. My own family
were parishioners from the beginning.
The church was the center of the com-
munity. It was the school. It is where
new Americans came to practice their
faith in their new home. While facing
all the challenges of life in a new coun-
try, Holy Rosary provided a place of
comfort and spiritual guidance. The
Church provided a place to practice the
beloved traditions of their Catholic
faith. It became one of the largest Pol-
ish parishes in Baltimore. Its priests
were beloved in the community. The
church also had a parochial school
staffed by the beloved Felician nuns.
They not only taught the three R’s—re-
ligion, reading, writing—they helped
young people get on the path of citizen-
ship. They were a bridge between the
old world and the new.

My great grandmother was one of
those immigrants who worshiped at
Holy Rosary. Like so many, she came
with little money in her pocketbook,
but big dreams in her heart for a new
and better life. And that life was nur-
tured by the Polish American commu-
nity at Holy Rosary parish. In the 1920s
and 1930s, Holy Rosary parish was the
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largest of six Polish parishes in Balti-
more and the largest in the Arch-
diocese. Over time, my family contin-
ued to attend Holy Rosary Church. My
parents were married there.

Holy Rosary Church played a part in
Baltimore’s history. It is where we
prayed through two World Wars and
the Great Depression. It is where we
prayed that the Iron Curtain would be
lifted and Poland would be liberated. It
is where we organized to help the Soli-
darity movement. It is where we wel-
comed Pope John Paul IT to Holy Ro-
sary when he was the Bishop of
Krakow. That was the first time I met
the Holy Father.

Holy Rosary was also where a stun-
ning miracle occurred. It was where
the Vatican recognized the healing of
Fr. Ronald Pytel as a miracle through
the intercession of Blessed Faustina
Kowalska, one of the miracles that led
to her canonization in 2000.

Today I honor the past, celebrate the
present and have high hopes for the fu-
ture of Holy Rosary parish. The mem-
bers continue to live their faith of
charity and hope. One hundred and
twenty-five years ago the people of
Holy Rosary came together to forge a
parish community anchored on the be-
liefs of Roman Catholicism and the
values of hard work, neighbor-helping-
neighbor and patriotism.e

——

TRIBUTE TO TOM CASEY

e Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge the 30 years of
service of Grays Harbor Public Utility
District Commissioner Tom Casey and
to congratulate him on his retirement.
Commissioner Casey is the longest-
serving Grays Harbor PUD Commis-
sioner and is concluding his fifth term
in office.

Commissioner Casey was elected to
the Grays Harbor PUD Board of Com-
missioners in 1982. Prior to serving in
public office, he was actively involved
in energy and public utility issues from
his home in Satsop, WA. Commissioner
Casey also worked as a Policy Analyst
in the Washington State House of Rep-
resentatives.

Commissioner Casey’s commitment
to public power was not limited to only
the Grays Harbor Public Utility Dis-
trict. Commissioner Casey served on
the Board of Directors of Energy
Northwest for 12 years, 8 of which were
on the executive board. Commissioner
Casey also served on the Executive
Council of the Public Power Council
for 16 years.

Commissioner Casey was also a key
leader in the effort to create a Public
Development Authority to transform
the non-operational nuclear plant site
in Grays Harbor County into an indus-
trial park for economic development in
a part of the state with high unemploy-
ment.

Commissioner Casey has been a
fierce advocate for public power for
decades. That spirit of advocacy for
public power has been a keystone for
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